2                             LIEE AND LETTERS

Following the fashion of their countrymen when there
was small outlet for young men seeking their fortunes,
elder and younger sons alike settled themselves on the
land, and a considerable district of Upper Teviotdale
was at one period in the hands of Elliots, though as far
as we know not an acre of it came to them by royal
grant or favour. Like many other Border families they
have lost whatever family documents they may once
have possessed. Such as they had were burnt in a fire
at Stobs Castle last century; and in consequence while
State-papers, ballads, and traditions bear witness to the
prominent part they bore in local history, the notices
remaining to us of their private affairs are, until the
seventeenth century, few and scanty.

Throughout the seventeenth century the Elliots of
Stobs, descendants of Eedheugh, to whom passed the
chieftainship, a mere nominal honour, on the failure of
the elder branch without male issue, were the leading
family of the name in Eoxburghshire, and in the founder
of their line the houses of Minto and of Heathfield find
a common ancestor.

Oilbert Elliot of Stobs, son of William Elliot of Lari-

ofiensive to England/ stand upon Elliots and Armstrongs, also that the
chief Elliot is at Ladiesfane, Lariston. But this was a mistake, owing
probably to the fact that Elliot of Redheugh was at the time a minor^
his uncle, William Elliot of Larriston, acting as tutor during the
minority of the head of the house. During the sixteenth century the
name of Elliot of Redheugh appears frequently on historical documents
as that of the chief of the elan. Robert Elliot, last male heir of Red-
heT^t, married Lady Prances Stewart, daughter of Francis Stewart,
Eaxl of Bothwell, by Margaret Douglas, widow of Sir Walter Scott of
Bncdench, daughter of David, seventh Earl of Angus, and niece of
Begent Morton.